
CAIJ:FORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY (X)NTROL BOARD
SAN FRANCIS(X) BAY REGION

ORDER NO. 87-105

WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS FOR:

TONNESEN PEr CEMErERY
SUISUN CITY, SOIANO COUNTY

The California Regional water Quality Control Board, San Francisco Bay
Region (hereinafter called the Board), finds that:

1. Mr. Gary Tonnesen, the site legal owner and operator, hereinafter
referred to as the discharger, by application dated June 12, 1987 has
applied for a permit to operate an animal disposal operation.

2. The animal disposal operation, as shown on Attachment A, which is
incorporated herein and made a part of this Order, is located
approximately one half mile south of the Highway 12 on scally Road
southeast of suisun City in Solano county.

3. The discharger disposes of approximately 1500 dogs and cats per month.
The animals are buried in mass in pits approximately 15 feet x 10 feet
x 10 feet deep. The discharger covers each load of animals upon
disposal with a foot of fill with a final min.i.mum cover of two feet.

4. This operation has been operating since April 1983 having filled
approximately 1.5 acres of the 15 acre site at a disposal rate of
approximately 400 cubic yards of animal remains per year. The current
disposal area is Phase 1 of a three phase plan, as shown on Attachment
A. The projected life span of this facility has been estimated to be
40 years.

5. The site is also located within the Secondary Management Area of the
Suisun Marsh. The San Francisco Bay Conservation and Development
co:mmission (BCDC) has reviewed this operation and found that it is an
animal waste disposal facility and not a cemetery [February 24, 1981
(Appeal No. 3-80)]. BCDC concluded that this operation resembles an
animal waste disposal facility far more than it does any commonly
accepted concept of a cemetery. Cemeteries are generally
characterized by a certain formality, by landscaping, and usually by
individual plots marked by headstones. On the other hand, the only
thing this development has in common with a cemetery is the nature of
the remains to be buried. In every other respect, it is a solid waste
disposal facility. The animal remains are brought to the site from
allover the Bay Area and Sacramento in refrigerated trucks and placed
in the pits. Pet owners are not allowed to visit the common pits.

6. The potential impact from this disposal operation is similar to the
impact from a Class III waste Management unit that is used to dispose
of municipal refuse.
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